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technical assistance and operations and de-
velopment services to micro-enterprises. 
Micro-enterprise owners, gaining the skills and 
knowledge necessary to use information tech-
nology to grow their businesses, will learn to 
access new customers and markets, achieve 
administrative efficiencies, learn how to im-
prove their businesses and increase produc-
tivity. 

The PIs and this project have a well estab-
lished track record of working with micro-en-
terprises that are most in need and enabling 
them to show measurable improvements. This 
includes working closely with multiple commu-
nity partners. 37 microenterprises that were 
selected from a larger pool are presently being 
actively supported. This project is different 
from the other micro-enterprise assistance 
programs in that it addresses the needs of the 
majority of micro-entrepreneurs by providing 
them with the ability to use information tech-
nology to grow their businesses. Additionally, 
instruments are being developed and used to 
assess the effects of our training, technology 
and trust building interventions on the eco-
nomic, human and social development of 
micro-entrepreneurs in the underserved com-
munities of Omaha. After a well established 
IT, knowledge and community infrastructure is 
in place approval will be pursued for Center 
status within the University. Continued edu-
cational offerings of developed curricula will 
sustain development of a trained workforce 
and microenterprise communities. Efforts for 
program research, innovation, expansion and 
assessment purposes will be supplemented by 
external funding. 

In January 2005, Governor Heineman re-
ported to the Legislature on the Nebraska 
Micro-enterprise Development Act that 87 per-
cent of Nebraska’s businesses are micro-en-
terprises and they accounted for 22 percent of 
Nebraska’s job growth. Many of Nebraska’s 
most successful businesses (e.g., Cabela’s, 
ConAgra) began as micro-enterprises. Since 
many rural and inner city communities lack the 
resources and infrastructure for industrial de-
velopment, micro-enterprises are the only 
choice for economic development. Despite its 
effectiveness and track record, Nebraska’s 
micro-enterprise development system is gross-
ly underfunded, according to a recent report to 
the Unicameral by the Nebraska Rural Devel-
opment Commission. As with businesses of 
any size, the performance of micro-enterprises 
can be enhanced through the effective and 
strategic use of information technology. This 
project will provide Nebraska micro-enterprises 
with an accelerated platform and support for 
increasing their technological competitiveness, 
innovation and spur job growth. 
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EMERGENCY MEDIC TRANSITION 
(EMT) ACT 

HON. JANE HARMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 14, 2009 

Ms. HARMAN. Madam Speaker, today, to-
gether with my colleagues Representatives 
MELISSA BEAN and STEPHANIE HERSETH 
SANDLIN, I rise to introduce H.R. 3199, that 
takes an important step toward ensuring the 
safety and security of our communities by en-
hancing the surge capacities of local medical 

facilities, while helping ease veterans’ transi-
tion into civilian life. 

Every year, highly trained, experienced 
medics leave the ranks of the nation’s armed 
forces. Yet those who wish to find employment 
in the medical field must start from scratch, 
fulfilling the same entry-level criteria as citi-
zens without any hands-on experience. 

At the same time, hospitals and emergency 
medical services face a shortage of qualified 
personnel. Many operate at or near capacity, 
barely meeting the daily demand for their serv-
ices. In the event of a terrorist attack, natural 
disaster, or other mass-casualty incident the 
resulting surge of patients would overwhelm 
medical facilities. Having the largest possible 
pool of experienced emergency medical per-
sonnel on hand is crucial in responding to 
such an incident. 

Veterans with medical experience are the 
ideal people to fill this gap. Who better to 
come to the rescue in face of a disaster than 
the same men and women we’ve trusted to 
defend this country overseas? In the world of 
emergency response there is no substitute for 
experience. First responders routinely face 
life-or-death decisions, often amid a backdrop 
of chaos and confusion. This would be mag-
nified during a terrorist attack or natural dis-
aster. Military medics work at the scenes of 
IED attacks, suicide bombings, and firefights; 
many have experience equivalent to that of 
their most seasoned civilian counterparts in 
this respect. 

By treating veteran medics as entry-level 
trainees, we forego an opportunity to benefit 
from their existing training and highly relevant 
experience. Rather than subjecting them to 
the same coursework as everyone else, states 
should allow military medics to undertake a 
regimen that accounts for their existing train-
ing and prepares them to provide care in a 
non-combat environment. Not only will this en-
hance the surge capacity of medical facilities, 
it will also spare the cost of unnecessary, re-
dundant training. 

The legislation we introduce today will cre-
ate such a fast-track, removing the barriers 
that currently impede veterans’ assimilation 
into the corps of emergency responders. 

Not only is this an important step to bol-
stering the nation’s preparedness, it also helps 
veterans transition from military to civilian life. 
In 2008, the average unemployment rate of re-
cently discharged military personnel was more 
than 30 percent higher than the rate for non- 
veterans. Creating an avenue to employment 
for veterans with medical experience is the 
least we can do to honor the brave men and 
women who have risked their lives in defense 
of their country. 

We owe it to veterans to help them find 
work and we owe our communities the protec-
tion they deserve. This is a win-win solution 
that allows us to do both. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 14, 2009 

Mr. HUNTER. Madam Speaker, pursuant to 
the Republican Leadership standards on ear-
marks, I am submitting the following informa-
tion regarding an earmark I received as part of 

H.R. 3183, the Energy and Water Appropria-
tions for FY 2010: 

I requested $250,000 in this legislation for 
the San Diego Four-Reservoir Intertie Project 
through the Bureau of Reclamation’s Water 
and Related Resources Investigations ac-
count. The entity to receive funding for this 
project is the City of San Diego, located at 
202 C Street, San Diego, California 92101. 

The City of San Diego is seeking to perform 
a feasibility study in partnership with the Bu-
reau of Reclamation, authorized by the Omni-
bus Public Land Management Act (P.L. 111– 
11), to examine connecting four existing res-
ervoirs in San Diego County (San Vicente, El 
Capitan, Murray and Loveland) in an effort to 
study and improve water supply reliability and 
water yield throughout the region, as well pro-
vide an added element of public safety to pro-
tect local water supplies. Loveland currently 
only receives local runoff, El Capitan receives 
local runoff and imported water, but due to 
pipeline capacity limitations, the full capacity of 
the reservoir cannot be utilized. Local rainfall 
in the watersheds to these reservoirs is inad-
equate to fill them and only occurs once every 
five to ten years. 

The unused capacity of the four San Diego 
reservoirs totals an estimated 100,000 acre- 
feet a year. Maximizing storage capacity 
would provide a significant water storage vol-
ume that can be put to beneficial use if im-
ported water were piped to the reservoirs and 
efficiently operated. Additionally, connectivity 
between the reservoirs would allow the isola-
tion of contaminated water in the event of a 
terrorist attack or natural disaster while, at the 
same time, transport water from another res-
ervoir to the affected area. Besides the City of 
San Diego, this project has the full support of 
the San Diego County Water Authority and the 
Sweetwater Authority, two local public water 
agencies. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 14, 2009 

Mr. WALDEN. Madam Speaker, consistent 
with the House Republican Leadership’s policy 
on earmarks, to the best of my knowledge the 
request I have detailed below is (1) not di-
rected to an entity or program that will be 
named after a sitting Member of Congress; 
and (2) not intended to be used by an entity 
to secure funds for other entities unless the 
use of funding is consistent with the specified 
purpose of the earmark. As required by ear-
mark standards adopted by the House Repub-
lican Conference, I submit the following infor-
mation on a project I requested and was in-
cluded in H.R. 3170—the Financial Services 
and General Government Appropriations Act, 
2010. 

Account: Salaries and Expenses 
Project Name: Technology Education Center 
Legal Name and Address of Requesting En-

tity: Central Oregon Community College, 2600 
NW College Way, Bend, Oregon 97701 

Project Location: Bend, Oregon 
Description of Project: H.R. 3170 appro-

priates $100,000 for the Central Oregon Com-
munity College Technology Education Center 
project. According to the requesting entity, this 
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funding will be used to design and construct a 
30,400 square foot Technology Education 
Center that will offer courses designed to en-
sure that the local workforce meets the needs 
of local industry. A quarter of the building 
space will be designated as an incubator for 
local industries to work with students to con-
duct research in order to develop new prod-
ucts and/or manufacturing processes that will 
strengthen local businesses while providing 
hands-on training to students. This is a bene-
ficial use of taxpayer funding because this ef-
fort will ensure that the local workforce meets 
the needs of local employers and that local 
businesses have access to a facility that al-
lows them to conduct research that will 
strengthen their business models. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 14, 2009 

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, on Monday, 
July 13, 2009, I was not present for votes be-
cause I was attending a meeting with Presi-
dent Obama in the Oval Office. 

Had I been present for roll call 530, The 
Motion to Adjourn, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

URGING THE OBAMA ADMINISTRA-
TION TO SUPPORT EFFORTS TO 
BRING ABOUT A RESOLUTION OF 
THE CYPRUS CONFLICT 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 14, 2009 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to call on the Obama administra-
tion to support efforts to bring about a nego-
tiated resolution of the Cyprus conflict and re-
unification of the country as a federal bizonal, 
bicommunal, with a single sovereignty, inter-
national personality and citizenship. This for-
mula is based on several UN Security Council 
resolutions and serves as the basis for ongo-
ing talks between Cypriot President Demetris 
Christofias and the Turkish Cypriot leader, 
Mehmet Talat. 

As my colleagues know, the road to a final 
settlement over the past few decades has 
been fraught with difficulty. Numerous earlier 
diplomatic initiatives were launched, but in the 
end failed. Ultimately, a negotiated resolution 
of the conflict must be by the Cypriots, for the 
Cypriots and one that enjoys the support of 
Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots alike. 
There is a strong desire by younger genera-
tions from both communities to experience the 
rebirth of a Cyprus where the rights of all are 
respected and all can participate in the na-
tional life of their country. 

As a member of both the Congressional 
Caucus on Hellenic Issues and the Congres-
sional Caucus on U.S.-Turkish Relations and 
Turkish Americans, I am gratified that the 
leaders of both the Greek Cypriot and Turkish 
Cypriot communities have stated their mutual 
commitment to work towards a final settle-
ment, and have continued their discussions 
accordingly. While the administration is cur-

rently observing developments and has of-
fered its support if called upon by both com-
munities. It is my hope that it will seize this 
opportunity to offer and make the resolution of 
the Cyprus issue a priority. At a time when so 
many of the world’s disputes seem intractable, 
I believe the Cyprus dispute is one area 
where, working together, we can truly bring 
hope and change to a place and people that 
have longed for it for decades. 

Madam Speaker, I hope the United States 
can play a supportive and active role in mak-
ing a final settlement possible and encourage 
others to do likewise. Meanwhile, as President 
Christofias and Mr. Talat and their teams 
grapple with an array of tough issues it is my 
hope they seek to overcome the legacy of the 
past 35 years and build a brighter future for all 
Cypriots. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 14, 2009 

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, consistent 
with House Republican Earmark Standards, I 
am submitting the following earmark disclo-
sure information for project requests that I 
made and which were included within H.R. 
3183, ‘‘Making appropriations for energy and 
water development and related agencies pro-
grams for the fiscal year ending September 
30, 2010, and for other purposes.’’ 

Requesting Member: Congressman JOHN 
DUNCAN 

Account: Energy Efficiency and Renewable 
Energy 

Project Amount: $500,000 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: NTRCI, 

2360 Cherahala Boulevard, Knoxville, TN 
37932 

Description of Request: NTRCI will conduct 
over-the-road, heavy vehicle testing and re-
search to validate the benefits and reliability of 
the Legacy rotary engine to demonstrate the 
capability of the Legacy engine to deliver 
greater fuel efficiency and thus lower con-
sumption and reduced emissions for the $7 
billion Class 8 heavy vehicle engine market. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. FRED UPTON 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 14, 2009 

Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, Pursuant to 
the Republican Leadership standards on ear-
marks, I am submitting the following informa-
tion regarding earmarks I received as part of 
HR 2997, the Agriculture Appropriations bill for 
Fiscal Year 2010. I would note that many of 
my Michigan colleagues signed a letter re-
questing these amounts. 

APPLE FIRE BLIGHT 
Department: Agriculture 
Account: Cooperative State Research Edu-

cation and Extension Service 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Michigan 

State University 
Address of Requesting Entity: 
Description of Request: Fire Blight is a 

major threat to Michigan’s apple trees and has 

reduced apple acreage in Michigan by an as-
tounding 24%. Michigan and New York re-
searchers are taking aggressive measures 
against fire blight including development of 
blight-resistant varieties and new, environ-
mentally responsible control strategies. Find-
ing ways to control and curb fire blight is of 
critical importance to apple growers in my dis-
trict and elsewhere. This research is very 
promising, and its results will help apple grow-
ers significantly increase their yields. 

Amount: $346,000 
Financial Breakdown: Approximately, 

$148,000 is for the salaries of laboratory and 
field research personal; and $36,000 is for 
materials and supplies. Michigan State Univer-
sity has obtained funding from the Michigan 
Apple Committee and industry sources and 
will continue to fund the fire blight research at 
MSU at a level of $52, 500 in FY09. 

PHYTOPTHORA RESEARCH 
Department: Agriculture 
Account: Cooperative State Research Edu-

cation and Extension Service 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Michigan 

State University 
Address of Requesting Entity: 
Description of Request: Researchers at 

Michigan State University are leaders in the 
fight to control Phytophthora capsici, a fungal- 
like pathogen that lives in the soil and causes 
numerous plants to rot. Phytophthora manage-
ment has been complicated by its longevity in 
soils (10 or more years), its ability to spread 
in water, its resistance to key fungicides and 
lack of disease resistant varieties. Michigan 
State University has developed new tech-
niques for control and resistant varieties. How-
ever, losses caused by Phytophthora have be-
come so large throughout the nation in recent 
years that the economic viability of the vege-
table industries in many states is at risk, and 
more research is necessary. Since 1996, re-
searchers have leveraged private, state and 
federal funds to significantly advance disease 
management. The widespread crop loss 
caused by Phytophthora capsici will be less-
ened, keeping family farms and their commu-
nities viable. Spread of Phytophthora to new 
sites will be stopped. Ways to remediate/treat 
infested ground and water sources will be 
identified. Integrated management strategies 
that emphasize cultural methods and environ-
mentally friendly practices will be developed. 

Amount: $346,000 
Financial Breakdown: This money will pro-

vide $346,000 in funding for Phytophthora re-
search at Michigan State University. Approxi-
mately 85 percent of the funding will go to re-
searchers, technicians and students. Approxi-
mately 15 percent will be used for materials, 
supplies and administration. Michigan State 
University has received outside sources of 
funding for Phytophthora research as well. 
This funding is consistent with the authorized 
purpose of the Cooperative State Research, 
Education and Extension Service. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. FRANK D. LUCAS 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 14, 2009 

Mr. LUCAS. Madam Speaker pursuant to 
the Republican Leadership standards on ear-
marks, I am submitting the following informa-
tion regarding earmarks I received as part of 
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Text Box
CORRECTION

October 13, 2009, Congressional Record
Correction To Page E1761
July 14, 2009 on Page E1761 the following appeared:  
Mrs. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,

The online version should be corrected to read:  
Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
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